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STATE CARE OF EPILEPTICS. 

The following bill, drawn up by Dr. Frederick Peterson, 
was introduced into the Senate by Col. W. L. Brown, Sena¬ 
tor from the Fifth District, on January 29th. It is No. 190, 
and is now in the Committee on Public Health, consisting 
of Senators Richardson, Birkett and McCarren. It is to be 
hoped that any one who can do so will use his influence 
with members of the Legislature to see that this bill, which 
is destined to accomplish so much good for the unfortunate 
epileptics, will pass: 

An Act providing for the appointment of Commis¬ 
sioners to establish a colony for epileptics in 
the State of New York. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section i. Three persons, two of whom are residents 
of New York County, possessing expert knowledge of the 
needs of epileptics and the epileptic insane, and one of whom 
is a resident of Westchester County, shall be appointed by 
the Governor within ten days after the passage of this act, 
and shall constitute a Commission to determine upon the 
manner of providing for the education, employment, care 
and treatment of all of the epileptics and epileptic insane 
of this State, including those now congregated in the alms¬ 
houses and insane asylums upon public charge, and also 
those not under State or county care. Said Commission is 
authorized to select a site in Westchester County as near as 
convenient to New York City, to consist of not more than 
three hundred acres of farming and wood land ; to adopt 
plans which shall furnish provision, on the cottage or pavil¬ 
ion system, ultimately for from one thousand to two thousand 
epileptics ; such plans to include methods of heating, light¬ 
ing, sewerage, water-supply and prevention of danger irom 
fire, and in addition to accommodations for dwelling pur¬ 
poses, to include school-rooms, work-shops, a hospital, 
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pathological laboratory and outbuildings for agricultural, 
floricultural, horticultural and dairy purposes. 

Said Commission shall provide the land needed by pur¬ 
chase or otherwise. 

Sec. 2. The members of said Commission, before enter¬ 
ing upon the duties of their office, shall take and subscribe 
an oath or affirmation, before some competent authority, 
faithfully to discharge all the duties required of them by this 
act. They shall each be entitled to receive the necessary 
expenses incurred while discharging the duties assigned 
them. 

Sec. 3. When said Commission shall have selected a site 
and complied in all respects with the provisions of Section 
one (1) of this act, a report thereof shall be made in writing 
by said Commission to the Governor, who shall thereupon 
appoint seven managers, who shall approve of the plans 
and let the contract, and have charge of the erection of the 
buildings, as provided by law. Said managers shall be 
appointed and confirmed according to the laws governing 
the appointment of managers of other benevolent institutions 
of the State. Provided, that the said Commissioners and 
Managers shall not enter into any contract for the erection 
of said buildings until the money has been appropriated by 
the Legislature to pay for the same. 

SEC. 4. That there be and is hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury to the credit of the general 
revenue fund, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of ten 
thousand dollars for the expense of said Commission, and 
for the purpose of complying with the provisions of Section 1 
of this act. 

The accounts of expenditure, including the expense of 
the Commission, shall be audited and allowed by the Comp¬ 
troller of this State. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

REPORT OF THE N. Y. STATE COMMISSION IN 

LUNACY, 1891.—PRIVATE PATIENTS IN PUB¬ 
LIC ASYLUMS. 

The Commission make an extended statement in their 
report, justifying their former order excluding private pa¬ 
tients from the public State asylums. 

First they repeat the organic law of the State, which 
alone permits the reception of private patients. It is in 
substance as follows: 



